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Filial Ingratitude ! — Ist not as much 
As if this Mouth fhould tear this Hand 
For lifting Food to it? K. LEAR. 


To NicuHoLtas BAaBBLeE, Efq; 


WOU may remember, perhaps, that during 


March \aft, a profligate Girl, the Daugh- 
ter of a poor, but honeft and aod us 
9) Man, affronted at fome reprimand or cor- 
3 JA28 rection fhe ne received from him, in- 
formed a Prefs-Gang where he was concealed, who foon 
fecured him for his Majefty’s rit pre hurried him 


2 tt under 





the hot Prefs for Seamen in the Month of 














ee 


104 The a. A ps E R., 


under the Ilatches. This unnatural action firuck me with 
horror, and led me to confider what could be the reafon 
of the general difobedience of Children to their Parents. — I 
laid down the Gazetteer, in which I read the fhocking Para- 
graph, with no {mall emotion, went home, and committed 
a few reflections on it to paper. — ‘To them I have now 
made a confiderable addition, and wifh they may, by the 
help of your Patronage, be read with attention, and {e- 
rioufly regarded by all young People who have a pro- 
penfity to flight parental Admonitions, and difobey pa- 
rental Commands. 

I know not well how to account for a Crime which is 
contrary to the order of Nature, and the exprefs command 
cf Gop, and by which the Harmony of Society is very 
much difturbed. I am inclined to believe, that too much or 
too little familiarity in the Parent, often is the caufe of per- 
verfenefs and ingratitude in the Child : —that an unjuftifiable 
partiality and affection for one Child more than another, 
and an incautious behaviour to them, occafions thofe rank 
weeds to {pring up in their minds. But Parents are chiefly 
to be blamed for neglecting the religious part of the educa- 
tion of their Children, without which all other parts are 
vainly encouraged. ‘To what purpofe are they taught to 
underftand thoroughly the Greek and Roman Languages, and 
to be verfed in abftrufe Sciences, if they are not acquainted 
with the Duty they owe to Gop, their Parents, their Neigh- 
bours, and themfelves. On thefe four points, thefe very 
important points, the doctrines of Chrittianity entirely de- 
pend; and if they were early and properiy infuted into the 


Minds of Children, filial ingratitude and filial difobedience 


~ 


would be crimes rarely heard of. 

There is, I confefs, a Duty from the Parent to his Child, 
equally binding: but if the former acts not in character, t 
latter is not therefore to be juftified for treating him with 


difrefpect. — If a Parent fhould be foured by ficknefS or 
misfortunes, and behave with peevifhnefs and aufterity to 
his Children, they ought not to give frown for frown, and 


blow 
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blow for blow. The making ufe of farcaftical exprefiions 
to a Parent by way of Repartec, with intent to give him 
pain, is ftabbing him to the heart with a poniard; and 
the only difference between the weapons is, that the Po- 
niard fhortly puts an end to his torment, and the Tongue 
inflicts wounds which make him linger in pain, {marting 
all over with anguith inexpreflible. 

Our divine Legiflator has commanded us to return Good 
for Evil, even to thofe unconnected with us by Confangui- 
nity or Friendfhip ; even to our Enemies: how much more 
obfervant ought we to be of this facred injunction, in our 
behaviour to a Parent! But to whom am I mora- 
lizing? to whom am I preaching? — To thole, perhaps, 
who laugh at all Morality, and make a jcft of a!l Reli- 
gion? who ridicule public Worfhip, blufh to be caught 
with a Prayer-Book in their Hands, or a Bible in their 
Pockets, and only enter into the Houle of Gon, to criticize 
upon a Sermon, to fhow a fine fuit of Cloaths, to difplay 
a diamond Ring on a white hand, to hear a Voluntary, and 
to make an Aflignation — an Affignation did I fay? — ] 
tremble to think, that a Place fet apart for the performance 
of the moft awful Rites, fhould be frequented for the mok 
infamous purpofes. 





If an untutor’d Indian was carried from a Play-houfe to 
a Church, he would probably, from attending only to the 
objects around him, and their behaviour, imagine there was 
no great difference between them. But if he was informed 
that one Place was dedicated to Pleafure, and the other to 
Devotion, he would undoubtedly be ready to laugh with 
propriety in the firft, and pray with fervor and fincerity 
in the laft. 
if Parents would confider attentively the importance of 
Religion to Youth, as it refpects the good oeconomy of do- 
lic affairs, they muft own it would be for 
the intereft and tranquility of themfelves, their Children, 
and their Servants, to be well inftruéted in its feveral 


meftic and pub 


duties. Many Parents there are, I doubt not, who, by 
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having attended at a proper feafon, to the Morals of their 
Children, and by having cultivated in their young Minds 
the feeds of Piety and Virtue, are now enjoying the fruits 
of their Labor, and behold their Offspring fmiling round 
them full of Virtue and Goodnefs, Gratitude and Duty. 


In order to encourage my juvenile Reader to behave 
well to thofe to whom, under Gop, he is indebted for his 
Exiftence, I will mention a remarkable inftance of Piety 
in a Son to his Father, which happened about twenty years 
ago. A Jew, named J/bmael, was thrown into the Prifon 
of the Inquifition at Seville in Spain, with his Father who 
was a Rabbi. They had been confined together four 
years, when J/macl, having made a hole, made fhift to 
climb to the Battlements of the Tower; and, by means of 
fome ropes he had provided, let himfelf down along the 
Wall with a great deal of hazard. When he arrived fafe at 
the bottom, he could not but reproach himfelf for having 
abandon’d his Father, and without confidering the rifque 
he had juft ran, and without confidering that his Father 
and He were to be tormented, with feveral others, in the 
fevereft manner at Madrid, generoufly, and with the ut- 
moft difficulty, re-afcended the Tower, enter’d once more 
the horrid Dungeon, and after having dragged his aged 
Father from it, conveyed him firft fecurely down, and then 
I need not comment on this remark- 





efcaped himfelf. 
able Story: —IJf a Jew could be capable of an Action fo 
truly heroic, what are we to think of that Daughter who, 
though a Briton and a Chriftian, bafely betrayed her Fathe: 
to Slavery? 


Il am, S I hi 
Your verv humble Servant, 


A. Z 
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To Nicuoras BAsBBteE, Efq; 
SJR, 


F you can introduce the following Ode into your 
Paper, without injuring any of your own productions, 
I beg the favour of you to communicate it to the Public. 
— I flatter myfelf, as you have fhewn yourfelf to be an 
hearty Englifhman, that you will comply with my Re- 
queft with Pleafure, becaufe my Verfes are to the Me- 


sory of an Engli/b Lady, who was very much celebrated 
for her mutical Performances, 
Yours, &c. 


J., #4. 
To the Memory of Mifs TURNER. 


O Mem’ry from whofe fountain flow 
The penfive joy, the penfive woe, 
How fhort were pleafure’s gleam! 
Didft thou not heav’n-defcended Maid, 
With {weet remembrance’ magick aid, 
Prolong the foothing dream. 


Thou too, affliction’s keener pain, 
Embitter’ft in thy tyrant reign, 
Thro’ thee our forrows grow ; 
While (life’s bright fun with clouds o’ercatt) 
The envious fenfe of pleafures paft, 
Augments the prefent woe. 


How dwells the fancy on each note! 
That, trill’d from Daphne’s warbling throat, 
Held mute th’attentive throng; 
While tranfport feiz’d on ev’ry breatt, 
And ev’ry countenance confeft 
The power of raptur’d fong, 


Alas! in vain I feem to hear 
The found ftill vibrate in my ear, 
Soft as the Lydian Lute! 
Uunu That 
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That breath, fo rich in Mutfic’s lore, 
Shall modulate its tones no more, 
That Voice for ever mute. 


See, where the canker Death, hath prey’d! 
See, how the native rofes fade, 
That blufh’d on Dapbne’s face! 
Fncircled in his clay-cold arms, 
He blafts the pride of beauty’s charms, 
And withers ev’ry grace. 


Tho’ the pale cheek, and languid eye, 
Are proofs that Beauty’s born to dye, 
The play-thing of an hour; 
Know Death, thy darts are burl’d in vain: 
She {miles upon thy dreary reign, 
And mocks thy pageant power. 


The frail complexion of the face, 
With ev’ry vain, exterior grace, 
Which lures the wandring eyes, 
The butfy, fleeting vapour breath, 
Thefe be the fpoils, thy trophies Death ; 
But Virtue never dies. 


In thee, bleft Maiden, was combin’d, 

Each charm that elevates the mind, 
Ev’n in the {pring of Youth: 

Fair Modefty, whofe bluthing face 

Reflects on Worth, a double grace, 
With Piety, and Truth, 


She heard the Flatt’rer footh in vain, © 

Untainted, ’midft the dang’rous train 
Of Folly, Vice, and Pride: 

Hence, purer fhall the Maiden rife, 

And feek with joy her kindred tkies, 
Her Virtue for her Guide. 


LONDON: 


yinted for T. LOWNDS, at his Circulating Library, 


eLE. Efg; are taken in. 











’ | , 7 7 
ir Salifbury Court; where Letters for Nicnot 





